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EDITORIAL NOTES. 
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HE recent Home Office Return showing the names of all 
places in the British Isles in which the Public Libraries Acts 
have been adopted, and supplying the statistical information 

regarding issues, income and expenditure, etc., is an interesting 
testimony to the extent to which the Public Library has entered into 
the life of the community. The summary of the statistics (which are 
for the year ending 31st March, 1911) gives the following results. The 
population of the places in which the Acts have been adopted is 
26,370,582 ; the total number of volumes in the libraries is 10,995,115 
(of which 3,366,549 are in reference libraries); the total issue is 
54,690,222 ; and the total expenditure is £814,932. These figures 
vary considerably from other recent surveys, but this is caused by the 
method of compilation of the Return. Duly recorded reference 
issues are included, for example, and no allowance is made for the 
millions of unrecorded references. According to this Return there 
are six library systems in the British Islands issuing over one million 
volumes per annum. These systems are as follows :— 


Annual Issue. Income. 
1. Manchester 2,754,800 £33,100 
2. Liverpool 1,966,550 32,761 
3. Glasgow 1,763,057 23,430 
4. Birmingham 1,590,279 235774 
5: Leeds 1,483,443 16 697 
6. Islington 1,043,207 8,369 


There are fourteen other systems with an annual issue of over 500,000, 
As it will be interesting to compare this list of twenty with similar lists 
of twenty in succeeding years, we set them out in their order :— 


Annual Issue. Income. 

7. Lambeth* 972,617 £38,057 
8 Wandsworth 913338 8,736 
g. Edinburgh g10,370 11,739 
10. Bradford 862,365 12,419 
11. Bristol 819,987 12,083 
12. Hull 787,285 11,352 
13. Sheffield 726,890 15,221 
14. Nottingham 661,384 13,012 
15. Lewisham 585,194 4,554 
16. Camberwell 560,893 5,704 
17- Croydon 535,115 4,470 
18. Westminster 526,868 11,843 
19. Bolton 524,819 8,685 
20. Cardiff 502,073 8,149 


* Including half of the issues from the Minet and Upper Norwood Joint Libraries. 
Vol. XV. New Series 76. October. 1912. 
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It must be remembered, in connection with the incomes shown above, 
that some of the places have large museum activities, which are paid for 
out of the amounts noted. The figures we have quoted represent only 
the larger systems. When it is remembered that there are over 500 
other systems, many of them nearly as busy as those above, some idea 
may be gained of the enormous influence of the municipal library. As 
to the quality of the work, these figures can give no clue; but a list of 
the technical manuals alone circulated in one day would be a revelation 
to the most cantankerous critic. As regards the compilation of the 
Return we think it is a pity that the supervision of the work has not 
been entrusted to a public librarian. This would have resulted in 
more co-ordination and greater uniformity in the information collected. 


Tue shortening of the days marks the advent of the reading season. 
That librarians are making active preparation for the winter’s work is 
evidenced by the programmes of library lectures and courses of reading 
which are being issued at the present time. Those we have seen show 
the forthcoming lectures to be as varied in subject as they should be 
interesting and instructive. Whatever arguments may be urged against 
the library lecture it is certain that the lecture as a branch of Public 
Library work has come to stay ; it has ceased to be an experiment, and 
is now generally regarded as a valuable complement to the issuing of 
books. In our opinion, the library lecture should be popular rather 
than academic. The object of lectures in libraries is not so much to 
teach as to “whet the appetite” of readers, and to lead to the facilities 
for following up the subjects of the lectures in the books provided in 
the libraries. Any method that tends to foster systematic reading 
along definite courses is deserving of every encouragement. 


Our attention has been drawn to a very blunt but good-humoured 
description of the members of the Library Association as they appeared 
to a representative of the Liverpool Porcupine at a soirée held 
in connection with the Annual Conference. Among other straight- 
forward remarks he said: ‘“‘The brains were undoubtedly there, but 
the sinews seemed sadly lacking. Gems of thought were concealed in 
desperately and deliberately unattractive female craniums, while the 
men who munched macaroons among the mummies looked not so 
much out of place after all.” We are congratulating ourselves that we 
personally did not attend the soirée, but for the benefit of our “ brainy 
colleagues" we may say that there is a species of porcupine which 
makes its attack by rushing backwards, and perhaps in this instance its 
vision was obscured. But there is no doubt that library workers in 
general do not give enough attention to physical improvement. ‘A 
sound mind in a sound body” is as important in our work as in any 
other. 


AN opponent of Public Libraries, writing to the Finchley Press, 
quotes as one of his arguments against the adoption of the Libraries 
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Acts that Marylebone refused to accept the gift of a library from 
Dr. Carnegie. He very wisely refrains from saying anything about the 
other London boroughs. 


Tue “fiction bogey” has appeared again in a rather different form. 
The President of the Library Association, at the recent Conference, 
stated that there was a decline in the reading of fiction at the Liverpool 
libraries. This statement is applicable to most of the Public Libraries 
in the country; statistics show that, although the issue of books is not 
decreasing, the fiction percentage is lower. A representative of the 
publishing trade, in discussing this fact, contends that more fiction is 
read at the present day than at any previous period, and explains this 
seeming contradiction by the publication of the sixpenny novel. He 
says: ‘* The proportion of people who prefer to get their fiction from 
Public Libraries in preference to spending 6d. in purchasing what they 
want is small.” We are prepared to admit that there is some truth in 
this gentleman’s argument, but he evidently knows more about the 
publication of sixpenny novels than the issue of books from Public 
Libraries. If there are, as he estimates, between four and five millions 
of sixpenny novels sold annually, does this make the proportion small? 
However, the main point is clear. The total issue of books from the 
Public Libraries of the country is rapidly increasing notwithstanding 
the decrease in the issue of fiction. 


A BRITISH LIBRARY ITINERARY. 


By James Durr Brown. 


oo 


1, 


HE idea of this itinerary has been inspired by a number of 
requests from British, Colonial, American and foreign librarians, 
who desired to obtain a good, general notion of British library 

work and conditions, without too much overlapping and monotony. 
While one might say that all libraries are worth visiting it must be 
remembered that questions of time, cost and special interest have all 
to be considered. This itinerary deals, therefore, with typical libraries 
of various sorts, or those distinguished by architectural features or 
special collections. It may be said generally, that many libraries are 
alike in their policy and methods, and it is not necessary to refer to 
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such types more than once, unless additional features of interest exist. 
For the sake of convenience the itinerary is arranged according to 
centres, which will enable a choice to be made of particular localities 
or individual libraries. Thus, a traveller from Canada or the United 
States landing at Liverpool can start at that city and work up to 
London, or go North to Scotland. Generally speaking, practically 
every type of library can be seen in London, and those who have little 
time and money are advised to make their headquarters there. The 
notes are such as are interesting to librarians chiefly, and cover most 
points which can be described from the outside. ‘These must be 
supplemented by first hand inspection and the information to be gained 
at the several institutions. Other important libraries are mentioned 
and described in Zhe Librartes, Museums and Art Galleries Year-/ook, 
1910-11, edited by Alex. J. Philip, and published by Scott, 
Greenwood & Son, London (7s. 6d. net); and Zhe Libraries of 
London, by R. A. Rye, 1910, published by the University of London 
(2s. 6d. net). As a rule it is best to pay visits between 10 a.m. and 
6 p.m., unless previous arrangements are made. 


LIVERPOOL CENTRE. 


LiveRPOOL (746,566). Municipal Libraries. The Central Library 
(1852), comprising the Picton reading and lecture rooms, William 
Brown Library, Hornby Art Library, etc., forms part of the great group 
of educational buildings facing St. George’s Hall, in which are included 
the Walker Art Galleries, the Museum and Technical Schools. Has 
many fine collections, and notable activities. There are eleven branch 
libraries and several reading rooms distributed throughout the City. 
Most of these have children’s rooms. Card-charging in all the 
lending libraries ; open access in most recent buildings. _ Free lectures 
are delivered at the Picton Lecture Hall and at sixteen centres in 
various parts of the city. Librarian: George T. Shaw. 

Liverpool Library, Lyceum (1758). A proprietary library (sub- 
scription) with some club features added. One of the earliest of its 
kind in England. Librarian: James Hutt, M.A. The Athenzum is 
a somewhat similar institution dating from 1798. 

University Library (1892) is an example of a modern scholastic 
library, founded by the late Sir Henry Tate, sugar refiner. There are 
main and departmental libraries. Librarian: Dr. John Sampson, M.A. 

Liverpool is a great shipping and manufacturing centre, and receives 
most of the cotton from the United States and elsewhere. It has some 
fine public parks and other places of interest. It is connected with 
the Cheshire shore of the Mersey (Birkenhead, etc.) by means of 
steamboat ferries and a subway. 


Boor.e (69,881). N.W. of Liverpool and adjoining it. Public 
Library and Museum, Oriel Road. Has most of the features of 
medium-sized English libraries, including lecture courses, school 
deliveries, etc., and employs the indicator system in the lending 
department. Librarian: Chas. H. Hunt. 
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BIRKENHEAD, Cheshire (130,832). Public Library, with two 
branches. Occupies a new building (1909), and is an example of an 
old library (1856) in new quarters. 


Wattasey, Cheshire (78,514). N.W. of Birkenhead and con- 
nected by rail, boat, etc. Public Library. The central library occupies 
a new building at Liscard, and there are several branch reading-rooms. 
The open access system is in use, with card charging. New Brighton, 
a popular seaside place, is included in the borough. 


Cuester, Cheshire (39,038). Public Library of ordinary English 
type, with indicator and card-charging. Not closely classified, save in 
reference department Librarian: Edwin C. Brown. This is a famous 
cathedral city on the River Dee, with finely preserved portions of the 
old city wall, covered-in raised pavements and many old houses. The 
cathedral is a very beautiful building, and has the remains of a medizval 
library. 

SoutHport, Lancashire (51,650). The Atkinson Free Library, 
Lord Street, is arranged for open access to reference books and non- 
fictional lending books. There are two branches. Librarian : Frederick 
H. Mills. Southport is a favourite seaside resort, with a large, sandy 
beach, a long pier, and in Lord Street possesses one of the handsomest 
streets in England. 


Lancashire (58,376). Has a central Public Library 
building and three branches. The central building (1909) is quite new, 
and is planned for the open access system. Librarian: Rowland Hill. 
Blackpool is one of the most popular seaside resorts in England, with 
numerous attractions and shows of all kinds. 


Preston, Lancashire (117,113). Harris Public Library and 
Museum. This is a magnificent stone building of classic design, and 
houses an art gallery and museum. It is one of the library buildings 
of England which ought to be visited. A ledger charging system is in 
use. The town is a busy industrial and railway centre, on the River 
Ribble, which is a picturesque stream in its upper reaches. 


WicGan, Lancashire (89,171). Public Libraries. Central, Rodney 
Street, has a large reference library, especially rich in mining biblio- 
graphy, local history, etc. There is an elaborate printed catalogue. 
Charging by indicator. Partial openaccess. Librarian: H.T. Folkard. 
Wigan is a great coal-mining centre, and some interesting sights are to 
be seen in connection with this industry. 


HaicuH Hatt, near Wigan, is a seat of the Earl of Crawford, and 
contains a remarkable collection of valuable books on many subjects, 
and includes the Lindsay library. Papal bulls, proclamations, and 
similar historical documents are prominent items. Permission to view 
the collection, which is luxuriously housed, can no doubt be obtained 
from the librarian, Mr. A. G. E. Phillips, by any hbrarian-tourist, on 
application. 
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MANCHESTER CENTRE. 

MANCHESTER, Lancashire (714,427), Public Libraries. Thisis one 
of the oldest and most extensive library systems in England, with 24 
branches and several reading-rooms. Many of the branches are old- 
fashioned in their methods, but some of the recent ones have been 
organized on modern progressive lines. The central library is at 
present in a transitory state, in temporary premises, awaiting the erection 
of a large new building. It possesses many fine special collections— 
Music, Shorthand, Textiles, Gipsies, etc.—and a large “ Librarians’ 
Library” bequeathed by Thomas Greenwood, the author of various 
works on Public Libraries. Librarian: C. W. Sutton, M.A. 

John Rylands Library, Deansgate. A magnificent building founded 
in 1899 by Mrs. Rylands, who also endowed the library. Has numerous 
rare manuscripts and early printed books, including the Spencer collec- 
tion. Although largely theological in character, the library represents 
all branches of learning, omitting science. ‘There are printed and MS. 
catalogues. Librarian: Henry Guppy, M.A. 

University Library. Comprising many special collections, like the 
Christie, Freeman, Jevons, Arnold, etc., on different subjects. Brussels 
Decimal scheme of classification in use. Librarian: Chas. W. E. Leigh. 

Chetham’s Library, founded by Humphry Chetham in 1653, as 
part of an educational college for boys. The library contains over 
50,000 volumes, and is ‘quaintly housed in part of the old college 
buildings. 

Manchester is a very important centre both in industrial and 
library work and should on no account be passed over. 

SALFORD adjoining Manchester (231,380). Public Libraries, Peel 
Park. Central Library, Museum and Art gallery in large building in 
Peel Park. Library organized on Manchester lines, with a ledger 
system of charging. Has six branches, and organizes popular lectures. 
Librarian and Curator: B. H. Mullen, M.A. 

Stockport, Cheshire (108,693), S.E. of Manchester. Public 
Libraries comprise a new central building and a branch at Reddish. 
An old library, recently converted to the open access system with the 
decimal classification. Librarian: Richard Hargreaves. 

OuLpHAM, Lancashire (147,495), N.E. of Manchester. Central 
Library, Union Street; branch library at Northmoor; ten delivery 
stations. There is a museum and Art Gallery. <A great cotton 
manufacturing centre. Librarian: Wm. H. Berry. 

Botton, Lancashire (180,885) Public Library. Another re- 
organized library system comprising a central building and several 
branches of which three are new Carnegie buildings. Has both 
indicator and open access methods in the branches. There is a 
museum in a separate building. Librarian: Archibald Sparke. 

Bury, Lancashire (58,649) Public Library, Museum and Art 
Gallery. Library recently re-organized on open access system Subject 
classification applied to shelves and catalogue. Librarian and Curator: 
Harry Townend. 
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Darwen, Lancashire (40,344). Public Library. In new building 
presented by Andrew Carnegie. Has open access in all departments, 
lectures, reading circle, school libraries, etc. Librarian: Joseph 
Pomfret. 


BLackBurN, Lancashire (133,064). Public Library, Museum and 
Art Gallery. The library in its lending department is worked by 
means of an indicator, with a numerical classification in main classes. 
There are eight delivery stations. Has special collection of books on 
cotton spinning and weaving. Librarian: Richard Ashton. 

From this point the railway can be taken to Whalley station, from 
whence a drive can be arranged to Stonyhurst College, a fine building 
for the education of Roman Catholics. There is a very interesting 
library, and the surrounding country is pretty and hilly. 


AccRINGTON, Lancashire (45,031). Public Library, St. James 
Street, occupies a new Carnegie Building opened in 1908. Has the 
open access system in vogue ; obliterates betting news in newspapers. 
Lecture and children’s rooms provided. Librarian: John W. Singleton. 


BIRMINGHAM CENTRE. 


BIRMINGHAM (840,372). Public Libraries. Central Library 
building, Ratcliff Place. Contains all usual departments, and has a 
splendid Shakespeare collection, kept in a special room. Has twenty- 
two branch buildings, and under new scheme of borough extension has 
taken in adjoining areas of Aston Manor, Handsworth, King’s Norton 
and Erdington already possessing libraries. Has lectures and other 
activities. It has also a very large Local collection and smaller 
collections relating to Byron, Cervantes, and Milton. Librarian: 
Walter Powell. 

The old Birmingham Library (1779) is an example of a subscrip- 
tion library in good premises, though it has been less successful since 
its removal from its old premises which were more central. The 
University Law and Medical Libraries are also interesting. 


LEICESTER (227,242). Public Library. Central building 
(Wellington Street) and six branches. Example of a library system on 
ordinary English lines. Has a special local collection. Librarian : 
C. Vernon Kirkby. 


KETTERING, Northampton (29,976). Public Library (Carnegie 
building, 1904). Organized on advanced modern lines, with Adjustable 
Classification and safe-guarded open access. Well-planned and 
arranged library, probably one of the best English small town libraries. 
Librarian: Miss Kate E. Pierce. Kettering is a great centre for boot 
and shoe making. 


NORTHAMPTON (90,076). Public Library. An old library housed 
in a new building. Adjustable classification used with open access to 
the shelves. Has a very fine museum of local and other antiquities 
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and collections of the works of John Clare and John Dryden the poets. 
Librarian: R. W. Brown. Curator: Thos. J. George. 

Oxrorp (53,049). Great university city, with many libraries 
housed in colleges, besides such endowed institutions as the Bodleian 
Library, Radcliffe Library, etc. Mr. F. Madan, M.A. is Bodley’s 
librarian. No difficulty should be experienced in obtaining permission 
to view the Bodleian or any of the college libraries, if a visitor’s card is 
produced. The Public Library forms part of the Town Hall building, 
and is rather crowded. ‘There is a nice reading room upstairs, but the 
need for a new building is very marked. Librarian: J. L. Dougan, M.A. 

For those who desire to see a model village library, an excursion 
may be made to Winslow (Bucks) the nearest station to MIDDLE 
Caypon, Steeple Claydon, Water Eaton and Grandborough, a group 
of parish libraries largely maintained through the interest of the Verney 
family and others in the district. They are monuments to the 
enthusiasm for library extension of an old and historic English family. 


CHELTENHAM, Gloucestershire (48,944). The Public Library 
contains also a museum and art gallery. There are special collections 
of books on natural history and medicine. The methods are indicator 
for lending and application forms in reference library. Librarian : 
William Jones. 

Cheltenham Ladies’ College Library is in the town. Librarian: 
Miss E. S. Fegan, M.A. 

GLoucesTER (50,029). Public Library. Brunswick Road 
Progressive Library, with Dewey classification and open access. Has 
local collection. Librarian: Roland Austin. The cathedral is very 
interesting. From here Worcester may be reached by rail by way of 
Tewkesbury and Malvern, which possesses a municipal library. 


WorCESTER (47,987). Public Library, Museum, and Art Gallery 
in the Victoria Institute. Has reading and debating circles in con- 
nection. Open access installed from 1g04. Librarian and Curator: 
Thomas Duckworth. Worcester is a very interesting cathedral city, 
with pretty environs. 

Warwick (11,858). The Public Library is small, but quite up- 
to-date in most of its methods. T.ibrarian: W.'T. Carter The castle 
is well worth a visit, and the town is picturesque and interesting. 


STRATFORD-UPON-Avon, Warwickshire (8,532). Has two interest- 
ing libraries—the Public Library and the Library in the Shakespeare 
Memorial. Librarian: W. Salt Brassington. This is, of course, the 
centre for Shakespeare pilgrims from all over the world, and is a quaint, 
picturesque town, which must on no account be passed by without a 
visit. Near this are the ruins of Kenilworth Castle, which are well 
worth a visit. 


LEAMINGTON (or Royal Leamington Spa), Warwickshire (26,717). 
Has a Public Library in Avenue Road organized on the ordinary 
lines. The town is well worth a visit for its own sake. Librarian: 
W. E. Owen. 


MIDDLESBROUGH PUBLIC LIGRARY 


ENERAL REFERENCE LIBRARY 
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Coventry, Warwickshire (106,377). Public Library. One of 
the older libraries, which has been thoroughly overhauled on progres- 
sive lines within recent years. Has the Dewey classification, and open 
access restricted to non-fictional works. There is also a children’s 
department. A branch library for Foleshill is situated in Holmsdale 
Road. Librarian: S. A. Pitt. The town is the centre of the cycle 
and motor-car industry, and is renowned for various historical associa- 
tions connected with Lady Godiva, etc. Lichfield and the Potteries 
can be reached from Birmingham. 


NOTTINGHAM (259,942). Public Libraries. Central in University 
College Buildings, with 11 delivery stations. Special local collection, 
and Byron and the Lace Industry. Has lectures, library talks, school 
libraries, and other activities. Methods: Indicator and application 
forms. Librarian: J. Potter Briscoe. ‘The Mechanics’ Institution 
might be visited as an example of an interesting survival. 

From this point the traveller may go north to Newcastle and 
Edinburgh, or south to Bristol, and finish with London. 


MIDDLESBROUGH PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


0 


HE New Public Library (Central) at Middlesbrough was opened 
in May of this year. 
The building, which was designed by Mr. Edwin Cooper, 
F.R.I.B.A., of Gray’s Inn Square, has cost altogether, including site, 
about £18,000, of which £15,000 was provided by Dr. Carnegie. 


Tue Lenpino Liprary is arranged for open access, except to 
Prose Fiction, which is shelved apart. 

Subject Classification. Card Catalogue. Class Guides. Indicator 
and Author Catalogue for Fiction. Extra or Student’s Card issued to 
registered borrowers. 

Open 1oa.m. to gp.m., Thursdays excepted, when the libraries 
are closed at 1 p.m. 

Juventce Liprary for scholars at the Elementary Schools in 
standards VI., VII. and Ex VII. Indicator, and Author Catalogue, 
with appendix (British History). Rooms for readers. Pens and ink 
allowed in connection with essays and other home work. Open 
6to8p.m. Saturdays 1o to 5 p.m. 

In addition to the Central Library, Middlesbrough possesses 
seventeen School Libraries, (where children below the 6th standard are 
provided for) and two Branch Newsrooms. 
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REFERENCE, LAW AND PaTENT LIBRARIES contain about 
20,000 volumes, among which are many valuable items—all the great 
Polyglot Bibles, a fine collection of Greek Testaments, including the 
first of Erasmus, Stephen and Beza, and many other early printed 
books, chiefly from the Low Countries. 


Decimal Classification. Application Slips. Open during same 
hours as Lending Libraries. 
The present stock in the above libraries is about 40,000 volumes. 


Tue GENERAL NEwWsROOM (accommodation for 130 readers) and 
the Lapigs’ ReapiInGc Room (accommodation for 45 readers) are well 
supplied with Newspapers and Periodicals. Open ga.m. to 1op.m 
except on Thursdays when they are closed at 8p.m. The General 
Newsroom is open on Sundays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

The Acts were adopted in 1870, the first library beginning its 
work in 1871. 

The first librarian was Mr. William Sterzel, and he was succeeded 
by Mr. Baker Hudson, the present librarian, in 1889. Mr. Hudson is 
a librarian who “moves with the times,” as is shown by the efficient 
and up-to-date library service in Middlesbrough. He is a Fellow of 
the Library Association. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE NEw BvILpDING. 


The building is situated in Victoria Square and is arranged with 
access for the public to all departments, as provided, from the entrance 
or staircase hall in Dunning Road, except the news room which has a 
separate entrance. 

The principal entrance in Dunning Road gives access to the 
lending, reference, law and patents libraries, and to the ladies’ reading 
room. <A secondary entrance in Dunning Road gives access to the 
juvenile library, enabling children to approach it without entering that 
part of the building where their presence is not desired. 

The Lending Library is placed to the left of the principal entrance 
and has been arranged to accommodate 40,000 books in s‘eel stacks. 

Juvenile Library. The boys’ and girls’ reading rooms and library 
are separated from each other by screens and controlled by the staff 
of the lending library. 

The Ladies’ Reading Room is placed on the right of the principal 
entrance hall, forming a convenient and well-lighted room controlled by 
the janitor. 

The General News Room has its separate entrance from Grange 
Road ; it is controlled by the janitor, and is provided with windows on 
three sides and top lighted. 

The Reference, Law and Patents Libraries are grouped together at 
the head of the principal staircase on the first floor. 

The Reference Library is designed to accommodate on the central 
floor space fifty readers and a good number in the galleries round the 
library. The stairs to the reference galleries are controlled by the 
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N order to meet the difficulty of ascertaining the 

titles of recent books on engineering subjects, 
it is proposed to issue a complete list of all the books 
on these topics published in the English language 
during the five years 1907-1911. The list will 
give the full titles and number of pages of each 
work, and will be arranged in the alphabetical order 
of subjects as shown in the specimen entries on 
the next page. There will be an index of authors’ 
names. A new departure in bibliography is made 
by giving both the English and American publishers 
and prices where the work is published on both sides 
of the Atlantic. This renders the work as useful 
in America as in England. 

Engineers and Metallurgists will find this work 
absolutely indispensable as a guide to their pro- 
fessional literature, and librarians will be able to 
make from it their selection of books on these 
subjects with the greatest facility. 

The work will be kept up to date by the 
issue of Annual Supplements, which will be re-issued 


in volume form at the end of every five years. 


: 


SPECIMEN ENTRIES) 


ASSAYING 

Austin (Leonard Strong). The fire assay of gold, 
silver and lead in ores and metallurgical products. 
Pp. 88. S8vo. Mining and Scient. Press, San Fran- 
cisco, 1907, $1; E. Walker, London, 1908, 4s. 6d. 

Buskerr (Evans W.). Fire assaying. A practical 
treatise on the fire assaying of gold, silver and lead, 
including description of the appliances used. Pp. 7+ 
105. Svo. Van Nostrand, New York, 1907, $1.25; 
Spon, London, 1907, 4s. 6d. 


INDUCTION COILS 


ArmaGnat (H.). The theory, design and construc- 
tion of induction coils. Translated and edited by Otis 
Allen Kenyon. Pp. 5+216. 8vo. McGraw, New 
York, 1908, $2; Spon, London, 1908, 8s. 6d. 

Cotirys (A. Frederick). The design and construc- 
tion of induction coils. Pp. 23+272. 8vo. Munn, 
New York, 1909, $3; Spon, London, 1909, 12s. 6d. 


MACHINE SHOP 

ALLEN (Charles C.). Engineering workshop prac- 
tice. With 152 illustrations. Pp. 7 + 254.  8vo. 
Methuen, London, 1907, 3s. 6d.; Dutton, New York, 
1907, $1.25. 

Cotvin (Fred. H.) and Srantey (Frank A.). 
Machine shop primer. An introduction to machine 
tools and shop appliances, with illustrations, names 
and definitions. Pp. 148. 8vo. McGraw, New York, 
1910, $1. 


REFRIGERATION 
AnpersoN (John Wemyss). Refrigeration: an ele- 
mentary text-book. Pp. 9 + 242. 8vo. Longmans, 


London, 1908, 7s. 6d.; Longmans, New York, 1908, 
$2.25. 
ROADS 

Jupson (William Pierson). Road preservation and 
dust prevention. Pp. 145. 8vo. Ill. Engin. News, 
New York, 1908, $1.50; Constable, London, 1908, 6s. 

Frost (Harwood). The art of roadmaking. 
Written in non-technical language, with an extensive 
bibliography. Pp. 17+ 544. Ill. 8vo. Constable, London, 
1910, 12s. 6d.; Engin. News, New York, 1911, $3. 
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attendants, the room is lighted by high clear storey windows in a 
thoroughly efficient manner without interfering with the book storage. 
The Librarian’s Room is placed in a retired position at the end of 
—— library, but convenient of access to his assistants and the 
public. 
_ The General Staff have their own rooms approached by a private 
staircase. 

Book Lifts are provided between the reference and lending libraries 
as also from the ground floor to store-rooms and work-room. 

The building is of fire-resisting construction throughout. 

The design is Classic and all its details have been carefully 
worked out in that manner. 

The whole of the furniture has been carefully designed by Mr. 
Edwin Cooper, F.R.I.B.A. the architect, from suggestions by the 
borough librarian, and executed by Mr. McNaughton of Middlesbrough. 

The book-cases in the reference library are the work of Messrs. 
Arnold of Doncaster, the steel stacking being supplied by Messrs 
Lucy of Oxford. 


++ 


THE CARD CATALOGUE. 


By W. C. Berwick Sayers and James D. STEWART. 


X.—MISCELLANEOUS SUGGESTIONS, WITH A NOTE ON 
THE FUTURE OF THE CARD CATALOGUE. 


95. Key to Added Entries on Main Entry Card. The number of 
cards used in cataloguing a book varies according to the requirements 
of each case. In some cases one or two cards may suffice ; while in 
others the cards used may have to be counted in dozens. It is 
important, therefore, to be able to trace all the cards for a particular 
book without undue search. Ifa book is withdrawn from circulation, 
it is necessary to withdraw the cards representing it in the catalogue ; 
and unless some record of the cards is available, it is quite easy to miss 
some of the more obscure references and analytical entries. 

The best place to keep this record is on the back of the main entry 
card. It will be noted that, in the examples of printed cards given 
in Chapter IV., this key to added entries sometimes appears on the 
front of the card, but this is for convenience in printing. It is better to 
keep all extraneous matter away from the actual entry. In Figs. 62 and 
63 the backs of the main author entry and main subject cards for the 
following entry are illustrated, showing the key tothe various added 
entries which are distributed through the catalogue. 
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0006 Sharp, Arthur, ed. Some great European battles ; 
by various authors. 1912. 
ConTENTS.—Waterloo, by Sidney Black.—Malplaquet, 
by Sebastian Webb.—Blenheim, by Walter Bell.—Tourcoing, 
by Ernest P. Gibbs.—Sevastopol, by Caleb Waterson. 


Black.—Webb.—Bell.—Gibbs.— Waterson. 


(Fig. 62.—Key to Added Entries [main Author Entry card]). 


T312—R209—S977.20—R208—S118— Qooo.26. 


(Fig. 63.—Key to Added Entries [main Subject-Entry card)]). 


The latter Figure shows the key for a classified subject catalogue. In 
the case of an alphabetical subject catalogue the key would be : 
Battles.—Waterloo.—Malplaquet.— Blenheim.—Tourcoing.—Sevastopol. 


96. Union Catalogue Marks. All| catalogues should be “ union” 
catalogues. That is to say, if a library system consists of three libraries, 
the catalogue should represent all three. This makes it necessary to 
employ some mark on the catalogue card to shew in which library the 
particular book is contained. The initial letters of the libraries’ names 
are frequently used for this purpose. Thus “C” may represent “Central 
Library”; “8,” “South Branch”; “ W,” “West Branch”; “R,” 
“ Reference Library,” etc. Then if a book is contained in the Central 
Lending Library, in the Reference Library, and in the West Branch, 
the entry would be marked as follows :— 
¥ 600 Hopkinson, Paul. A History of the rise and growth of 

the British Empire. 1909. Ji/us., maps. CRW 


97. Use of Coloured Cards. As has been noted in previous 
paragraphs, coloured cards may serve a useful purpose in distinguishing 
certain special classes of literature, more particularly in the subject 
catalogue. When the various kinds of entries are grouped at a special 
subject, they still remain in their independent sequences, and coloured 
cards for the different kinds of entries are of great utility. The use of 
coloured cards, however, should be confined to certain classes of added 
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entries. All main entries should be on white cards. The chief cases 
where coloured cards should be used are as follows :— 

Biographical added entries under subjects (blue cards). 

Bibliographical references (orange cards). 

“Best Books” cards and criticism cards (yellow cards). 
Guide cards are usually coloured (buff is the commonest variety). The 
only difference that need be made between the colours of guides is to 
have main class guides in some other distinctive hue (light blue is 
good). 

98.  Adstracted Cards. It occasionally becomes necessary 
temporarily to remove from a catalogue the cards for a particular book, 
— or author, or subject. When this is done, a temporary card should be 
inserted in their place :— 


THESE CARDS HAVE BEEN REMOVED TEMPORARILY FOR STAFF USE, BUT 
THEY CAN BE SEEN ON APPLICATION. 


The name of the author or subject can be pencilled on the blank 
“tab” of this card. 


99. Accession Numbers. It is frequently of use to have a handy 
reference to the accession numbers of books, and the backs of the 
catalogue cards should be used for this purpose. These will be found 
useful in many ways, and they also serve to indicate the number of 
copies of a particular work. 


100. Public Use of the Card Catalogue. Although the card 
catalogue is quite easy to use, there is no doubt that to many 
persons it is mechanically unfamiliar. Even when its use is 
understood, it is sometimes advisable to help readers to get the full 
benefit from it. It must be remembered that a card catalogue is usually 
considerably fuller and more detailed than a printed page catalogue. 
In the front of each drawer, therefore, it is advisable to place an 
“ Explanation ” card, setting out as briefly as possible the scheme of 
arrangement and the scope of the contents. As the first card in a 
drawer is not always the most obvious, some may prefer to have this 
“* Explanation ” on a distinctively coloured card (with a full length tab) 
placed several inches from the front. The matter of this explanatory 
note will of course vary according to the scope and method of the 
catalogue. 


1o1. Lessons in the Use of the Card Catalogue. Brief explanations 
of the card catalogue can be given verbally to readers as and when 
considered necessary ; and so far as adult readers are concerned, this 
will be sufficient. For children, however, something more systematic 
is desirable. Brief and simple lessons to classes of school children on 
the use of the library, including the catalogue, should be arranged. 
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These lessons can often be arranged to take place during school hours, 
as educational authorities are disposed to regard them as being 
legitimately part of a teaching course. The lessons—as regards the 
catalogue — should take the form of simple verbal explanations of the 
contents, arrangement, and use, followed by easy exercises requiring 
each boy or girl to find what books the library possesses on a particular 
subject, by a certain author, of a certain title, and so forth. The school 
children of to-day are the adult readers of to-morrow, so no librarian 
need begrudge the time and trouble spent on work of this character. 


102. Zhe Future of the Card Catalogue. ‘The catalogue on cards 
has already established itself as the catalogue of the future. Two very 
important considerations have operated towards this end. The first of 
these is that all central and co-operative cataloguing demands the card 
as its mechanical unit; the second is that only the card enables 
librarians to receive the maximum benefit from inter-library exchanges 
of catalogue work. A reference back to chapter IV. will give some 
idea of the extent to which central cataloguing has already influenced 
this department of library work. Given an efficient central cataloguing 
office, printing cards that can be used in any standard card catalogue, 
it is obvious that the local library will substitute these inexpensive 
entries fora greater part of the work of its own comparatively costly local 
organization. And when different libraries have catalogued various 
classes of literature by means of cards, it is equally obvious that an 
exchange of the products of their work results in a great saving of time 
and money. Although these changes in the cataloguing organization 
of libraries are of recent growth, everything points to their rapid 
extension and eventual supremacy. In the meantime, the United 
Kingdom wants a central cataloguing bureau established on the 
lines of the catalogue departments of the Library of Congress and the 
Institut International de Bibliographie. One step towards the desired 
end would be for publishers to issue printed cards with each of their 
books, as is done by the Institut. It is desirable that this 
co-operative cataloguing work should have its foundation on a standard 
type of entry, and the Anglo-American Cataloguing Code, on which 
the rules in this manual are based, is an important move in the right 
direction. The differences between this code and the practice of other 
countries are chiefly on points of detail, and as soon as these differences 
have been reconciled the way will be clear for large extensions of 
international co-operative cataloguing. 


THE 


{[Notr.—This concludes the articles on the Card Catalogue, appearing 
in Zhe Library World. ‘They are to be republished, together 
with much additional matter, and sections dealing with other uses 
of cards in libraries, by Messrs. Grafton & Co. Full particulars 
will be advertised later. 
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CURRENT NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes, 
and other local items of generad interest are particularly welcome. | 


THE South Shields Public Library has adopted the open access system 
of issue. On September gth the library was formally opened, under 
the new system, by the Chairman of the Libraries Committee (Councillor 
J. W. Henderson). The Mayor of South Shields, speaking of the 
library, said: “ His first recollections of that Institution was when it was 
a Working Men’s Institute, and afterwards the Mechanics’ Institute, the 
building then being in Fowler Street. It was in 1880 that the building 
they were now in was opened for the purposes of the Mechanics’ 
Institution, and it was accounted a palatial building in its day. In 1871 
the town adopted the Libraries Act, and in 1873 the Public Library 
was formally opened. When they adopted the Libraries Act the 
population of the borough was only 45,000, and it had grown to that 
figure from 35,000 in 1860. How vast had been their progress was to 
be realised by the fact that in the last census their population was 
108,649. The old indicator system was considered in its day the last 
word in Public Library management as far as the circulation of books 
was concerned, but they had now the open access system, the most 
perfect system of modern times. He was sure it would be accepted by 
the public with the greatest satisfaction.” Councillor J. W. Henderson 
recalled the fact that the first librarian was Mr. W. J. Haggerston, who 
held the position from 1872 to 1879. He was succeeded by Mr. 
Lawrence Inkster, who retained the position until 1887, while he in 
turn was succeeded by Mr. Thos. Pike, and it was in 1902 that their 
present librarian, Mr. Ernest Bailey, whom they wished to keep with 
them for many years, took over the office. The committee were 
endeavouring to keep abreast of the times and this new departure 
appealed to them as something that was in the march of real progress 
and development. The open access was not altogether new to them. 
It was first adopted in the late Mr. Alex. Scott’s time when they placed 
500 volumes of encyclopedia and other works of reference in open 
shelves in the reference department ; and they afterwards placed small 
bookcases of volumes in the lending department. Just a year ago they 
went a step further and reserved a corner of that department for open 
access, 2,000 volumes being placed in that way for the use of the public, 
and gradually they had seen the desirability for making it universal. 


For several years the Binding Committee of the American Library 
Association has acted in an advisory capacity to the libraries of the 
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United States. The Committee has recently decided to extend its 
work by establishing a collection of sample books showing the methods 
of binding by different library binders. When writing to the library 
binders, the Committee pointed out that it realised that good library 
binding can be done in more than one way, and would therefore, in 
each case, take this into consideration, and would endeavour to render 
a strictly impartial opinion. In order to make the collection as 
valuable as possible the Committee requested each binder to send four 
volumes showing his binding, as follows: (1) one volume bound in the 
style commonly used for fiction and juvenile books ; (2) one volume 
showing the book ready for its cover; (3) one volume showing the 
method of whipstitching (overcasting) employed; (4) one volume 
showing the method of binding periodicals. The Committee reminded 
the binders that those who use good methods and do good work need 
not fear adverse criticism from the Committee, and it pointed out that 
if any library should inquire about a particular binder’s work it might 
work against his interest if the Committee were obliged to reply that the 
binder has not submitted samples or had evinced no interest in the 
matter. In addition to submitting samples the binders were asked to 
give information respecting details of workmanship, materials and prices. 
The Committee pledged themselves to regard as strictly confidential 
any information they received as to special methods of binding, prices, 
materials used, &c., and that under no circumstances would such 
information be allowed to get into the hands of other binders. 


Tue Librarian of the Durban Public Library (Mr. Wm. Osborn, J.P.) 
reports that the amount received in subscriptions during the past year 
was the highest on record, namely £733 15s. 3d. Through the 
exertions of the Mayor, the Government grant has been raised to £ 500 
per annum. The issue of books and magazines had been 64,540 and 


25,507 respectively. 


THE new branch of the Hackney Public Library is to be opened on 
October 24th. 


THERE is a wealth of information respecting the printing ‘and allied 
trades in the special issue of Zhe Times of September roth. The articles 
on Papermaking, Bookbinding by Machinery, and Early Watermarks 
are of particular interest to librarians. 


On October 3rd the new Carnegie Library at Kingstown (Ireland) was 
formally opened by Dr. W. J. M. Starkie, Resident Commissioner of 
National Education. The proceedings were presided over by Mr. A. 
V. McCormack, chairman of the Urban District Council. Dr. Starkie, 
in the course of his address, said that the educational system had many 
defects. Elementary education ended much too early. “There are 
such places as continuation schools, but children set free from school 
are loath, without compulsion, to submit to fresh restraints, and it is 
unlikely that, as in Germany, they will be compelled by law to continue 
their education beyond the elementary stage. Am I unduly optimistic 
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in hoping that such Institutions as this may step in and supply the 
need? The aim should be to take up the citizen at the point where 
he is dropped by the State.” 

AN effort is being made by the Kendall Public Library Committee to 
obtain exemption from the payment of local rates. 

THE Camberwell Library Authority is to be congratulated on securing 
the conviction of John Taylor, of Peabody Buildings, Camberwell 
Green, who has been in the habit of writing indecent entries in the 
books he borrowed. 

As a memorial to the late King Edward VII., the residents of 
Wandsworth subscribed for a clock, and decided that it should be 
placed outside the Streatham Public Library. On October 5th the 
Mayor of Wandsworth (Alderman A. D. Dawnay) performed the 
unveiling ceremony. ‘The new clock is a fine specimen of its kind. It 
is erected over the main entrance to the library, has a white dial, with 
clearly defined numerals and hands, and is encased in teak wood that 
has been artistically designed and engraved. 


PERSONAL. 
Mr. P. W. CampLin, branch librarian, Isleworth, has been appointed 
librarian of the Heston and Isleworth Public Libraries, vce Mr. D. 
Loinaz, resigned. 
Ir is announced that Mr. G. K. Fortescue, LL.D., Keeper of Printed 
Books in the British Museum, will retire on October 31st. 
Mr. R. H. Tay.or, senior assistant in the Balsall Heath Branch of the 
Birmingham Public Libraries has been appointed librarian of the 
Deritend Branch. 
Mr. H. Woopsine, librarian of the Selly Oak Branch of the 
Birmingham Public Libraries, has been appointed senior assistant in 
the Reference Library. 


~< 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


A DIGEST OF LIBRARY LITERATURE. 


OW that Messrs. the H. W. Wilson Co., of Minneapolis, have 
stopped publishing Zidrary Work, their valuable periodical 
bibliography of current librarianship, they have taken the 

opportunity of combining all the material from the commencement in 
April, 1906, into one volume under the title Ziérary Work, cumulated 
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1905-1911: a bibliography and digest of library literature, edited by 
Anna Lorraine Guthrie (1912 ; Minneapolis: Messrs. the H. W. Wilson 
Co. ; roy. 8vo., 409 pp., price $4 net). The re-issue of this mass of 
information systematically combined, is very welcome, and the resvlting 
volume should prove to be one of the most useful of a librarian’s tools. 
The principal contents of sixteen magazines devoted to librarianship 
are indexed under a series of alphabetical subject headings; and 
following each entry is a digest of the article indexed. These digests, 
on the whole, are done fully and well, so that the volume is in the 
nature of an encyclopedia of recent librarianship. Most of the matter 
indexed is in the English language, and as much attention has been 
given to British as to American literature ; and this renders the book 
fully as useful on both sides of the Atlantic. We are sorry that the 
H. W. Wilson Co. have been compelled to stop publishing this most 
useful bibliography, but it is satisfactory to note that the Zzdrary 
Journal has given a page or two for the purpose since the commence- 
ment of this year. 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ENGINEERING. 


There is always need of up-to-date bibliographical information on 
technical subjects. Technical literature is superseded so rapidly that 
the invaluable cuides of to-day are of little practical value to-morrow. 
Mr. R. A. Peddie, who was responsible for the Afe‘allurgical Biblio- 
graphy, 1901-1906, has now given us his Engineering and Metallurgical 
Books, 1907-1911 (1912; Messrs. Grafton & Co., 8vo., 9+ 206 pp. ; 
price 7s. 6d. net). In this he records, under alphabetical subject 
headings, all British and American books on engineering, metallurgy, 
and allied topics, published during the five years, and supplies full 
titles and particulars as to publisher, price, &c. Under each heading 
the books are arranged in chronological order, and there is an index 
of authors, translators, &c. The list is a plain, straightforward and 
practical one, representing a great deal of work and leaving little room 
for criticism. It collects information that otherwise would have to be 
sought in many scattered volumes. It should be invaluable as a guide 
to the selection of books in an important and difficult department of 
technical literature. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND THE EDUCATION SYSTEM. 


Mr. E. A. Hardy, B.A., who has done a great deal of work for 
libraries in Ontario, especially in connection with a special committee 
of the Ontario Library Association on Technical Education in the 
Public Library, has now written a little volume on Zhe Public Library : 
its place in our educational system (1912 ; Toronto: Wm. Briggs; 8vo., 
223 pp., 6 illus.) He commences with a scamper through 
the library history of the world, followed by a detailed account of the 
movement in Ontario. He then proceeds to describe and analyse the 
purposes of the Public Library, and its general activities. His chapter 
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on special library activities in relation to education contains many 
interesting notes on methods and varieties of extension work. Although 
the book is local in its plan and information, it is stimulating and 
progressive. Libraries outside of America seem to exist only historically 
to the author; but probably the American libraries furnish sufficient 
data for his thesis. He is most emphatic on the necessity of open 
access, and the vital importance of trained and competent librarians. 
The book is of special interest as being one of the first Canadian 
contributions to the literature of librarianship. 


AMERICAN BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


The Bibliographical Society of America’s Pafers, volume 6, 1911 
(1912; University of Chicago Press [Cambridge University Press]; 
royal 8vo., 65 pp.), although not so interesting as the previous year’s 
volume, shows plenty of enthusiasm for bibliographical research. The 
first paper is an account of “ Father Kino’s Lost History : its discovery 
and value,” by Herbert E. Bolton. Father Kino was a Jesuit missionary 
and pioneer in California, Arizona, etc. The paper is concerned with 
a history of the missions of Sonora, supposed to have been written by 
Kino during the first decade of the eighteenth century, and eventually 
discovered by Mr. Bolton in the archives of Mexico. Mr. John M. Clapp 
is compiling ‘A Bibliography of English fiction in the eighteenth 
century,” and he describes his methods and states his problems. He 
also advocates the preparation of a complete bibliography of fiction, to 
be compiled in sections covering a century each. ‘The third and last 
contribution to the volume is a short description of “The New 
Classification of Languages and Literatures by the Library of Congress,” 
by A. C. von Noé. 


SCIENTIFIC DIGESTS AND INDEXES. 


The Library Association have issued a Class catalogue of current 
sertal digests and indexes of the literature of pure and applied science 
compiled in connexion with the paper on the subject prepared by 
Messrs. E. Wyndham Hulme and Chas. Kinzbrunner for the Liverpool 
Conference (1912 ; The Library Association ; royal 8vo., paper covers, 
price 1s. net). The catalogue is arranged according to the classification 
of the Library of Congress, and there is an alphabetical index of subjects. 
Brief descriptive annotations are supplied. ‘There is a surprising 
number of periodical digests, and we have already found this catalogue 
of use as a guide to the most useful on specialized scientific subjects. 
A complete guide on the same lines would be invaluable. 


a 
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REVIEWS. 
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EUROPEAN ANTHROPOLOGY. 


Although much of our knowledge of early man is vague and 
inconclusive, great strides have been made in recent years towards the 
discovery of the truth. A revision to date of the Rhind Lectures on 
The Anthropological History of Europe, by John Beddoe (Mr. 
Alexander Gardner ; 1912, 8vo., 192 p., price 6s. net) is therefore very 
welcome. The book is too well known to need much description. 
The first lecture contains one of the best statements of the Aryan 
question we know; and the lectures dealing with the races of the 
British Islands, although overshadowed by the author’s book on the 
subject, are as interesting as they are authoritative. In this edition 
Professor Beddoe has incorporated so much of recent discovery as 
either confirmed or rendered more debatable his views on parts of the 
subject. It is a pity the opportunity was not taken to include a few 
ethnographical maps and more diagrams of cranial types. The facts 
and conjectures of anthropological history are presented in the most 
admirably clear and concise way, but the permutation of races would 
be more easily grasped with the aid of a few simple maps and diagrams. 
That, however, is a small matter, and does not lessen to any great 
extent the value of this most interesting study of a complex subject. 


SEA POWER. 


‘That naval strength has been the decisive factor in the history of 
nations from the times of the Phcenicians, Egyptians, and Persians 
down to our own days is shown lucidly and yet comprehensively in 
The Evolution of Sea Power, by P. A. Silburn (Messrs. Longmans, 
Green & Co; 1912, 8vo., 14-288 p., price 7s. 6d. net). Mr. Silburn, 
after a chapter of definitions and generalities, traces the effects of sea- 
power upon the destinies of the ancient Mediterranean nations, shewing 
in each case the limited results of military supremacy unless 
consolidated and rendered lasting by naval control and support. He 
has a section of great interest on the evolution of naval warfare; and 
others on the effects of sea-power upon civilization and commerce. 
He is a member of the Parliament of the Union of South Africa, so 
that his words on the Colonies in relation to the British Navy have a 
good deal of weight. It is with satisfaction that we find that he is in 
favour of each Colony making some contribution towards the upkeep 
of our first line of defence, and that he is most emphatically against the 
formation of small separate fleets by the larger Colonies. The book is 
a welcome addition to the literature of naval theory and history. It is 
broad in its views, and logical in its conclusions, and quite easy for the 
layman to understand. 
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THE ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLE. 


A new edition of Zhe Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, edited by J. A. 
Giles, has just been issued in “ Bohn’s Antiquarian Library ” (1912 ; 
8vo., 10+211p.; Messrs. G. Bell & Sons, Ltd.; price 3s. 6d.) 
Professor Giles’s text of the Chronicle is already too well-known to need 
further notice ; but this is a very handy and inexpensive edition of this 
indispensable history, and on that score we are glad to welcome it. 


HIGHLAND VERSE. 


An English anthology of translations from Gaelic and English 
verse relating to the Highlands has been compiled by Dugald Mitchell, 
under the title of Zhe Book of Highland Verse (1912 ; 8vo., §51+407p.; 
Paisley : Mr. Alex. Gardner; price 4s. 6d. net). This is one of the 
most pleasant anthologies we have seen for a long time, and it should 
find its way to the shelves of most libraries. The first part, consisting 
of the translations from the Gaelic is the more interesting, but the 
second part is a very useful collection of a large number of familiar 
poems of which many will be most familiar to singers and concert 
goers. Mr. Mitchell contributes a long and interesting introductory 
survey of the poets of the Highlands. 


EVERYMAN’S LIBRARY. 


From the point of view of the librarian and literary worker, 
probably the most important item in the forty new volumes of 
Everyman’s Library is the issue of Roget’s Zhesaurus, in two volumes, 
revised by Andrew Boyle. In this serviceable and inexpensive form, 
it should find its way into every library, public or private, in the 
Kingdom. Another extremely interesting addition to the reference 
section of the Library is 4 Dictionary of Non-Classical Mythology, 
compiled by Marian Edwardes and Lewis Spence. This dictionary 
contains the information difficult to obtain—at any rate in collected 
form—in the formal mythological dictionaries. It includes the 
Egyptian, Mexican, Indian, German, Celtic, Scandinavian, Eastern and 
other minor mythologies, and the compilers have been successful in 
maintaining a happy balance between conciseness and fulness of 
information. Hallam’s Constitutional History of England (in 3 
volumes) is another important addition. Hallam still holds his place ; 
and his unbiassed logical, and interesting history should now reach an 
even wider circle of readers. We are pleased to welcome Cobbett’s 
Rural Rides, (2 volumes), with their forcible, personal style, and their 
suggestion of “the mind on the health.” Zhe Life of Hector Berlioz, 
written by himself, will appeal in this convenient form to all musicians ; 
while the sister art is represented by Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s Poems 
and Translations, including Dante’s “ Vita Nuova” and “ The Farly 
Italian Poets.” The remainder of the forty new volumes are all well 
worth adding to any library, and fully maintain the reputation of this 
remarkable series. It should be remembered that they can be obtained 
in a re-intorced binding suitable for library use. In libraries where the 
books are already represented in ordinary editions, we strongly 
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recommend the purchase of these pleasing and practical issues. The 
books are all standard ones, and worth duplicating. 


THE HOME UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. 


The ten new volumes of the Home University Library (Messrs. 
Williams & Norgate; in cloth, 1s. net, in leather, 2s. 6d. net) cover a 
wide range of subjects. One of the most interesting is an account of 
Warfare in England, by Hilaire Belloc. He treats the subject almost 
entirely from the strategical point of view, and those who have read his 
recent analysis of various famous battles will be glad to find him 
working in a larger field with the same grasp of the essential points. The 
romantic story of the explorations and adventures of the great seamen 
is told by John R. Spears in Master Mariners. He describes the results 
of the doings of explorers, and the effects of some of the naval wars. 
Professor S. J. Chapman contributes a general, speculative treatise on 
Political Economy. He confines himself to generalities, and in this way 
provides a really excellent introduction to the study of the subject. The 
earth as a planet, and the chief facts of its physiography, geology and 
biology are dealt with in Zhe Making of the Earth, by Professor 
J. W. Gregory. Ziectricity is the subject of a volume by Professor 
Gisbert Kapp, who gives a view of the whole field of electrical theory 
and a glimpse of some of the problems of electrical engineering. Zhe 
Great Writers of America, by W. P. Trent and John Erskine is a 
popular biographical and critical sketch of American authors and their 
work. In the limited space of 250 pages it is impossible to deal fully 
with the characters and works of the writers represented, but it is this 
conciseness which will commend this book to students and general 
readers who cannot afford the time to study the larger literary histories. 
An account of the rise and development of Christian A/issions is given 
by Mrs. Creighton. The major part of the book is devoted to modern 
missions, and the subject is treated from the moral as well as the 
historical aspect. In Zhe Making of the New Testament, Professor 
B. W. Bacon summarizes the results of modern critical research 
regarding the origins of the New Testament. A select bibliography is 
appended which should prove of service to students of Biblical criticism. 
The subject of Z¢hics is dealt with by G. E. Moore, who discusses 
utilitarianism, moral judgments, the test of right and wrong, free will, 
and intrinsic value. Mr. Moore expresses his theories and arguments 
clearly and concisely. ‘The history and development of Zhe Human 
Body is the theme of a work by Arthur Keith. Among the subjects 
dealt with are man’s place among animals, malformations, changes 
during youth and age, sexual and racial characters, degeneration and 
regeneration, and the antiquity and genealogy of man. 


SHAKESPEARE’S TALES. 

It has always been a matter for regret that Charles and Mary 
Lamb’s Zales from Shakespeare included only about half of the Shake- 
speare plays. In Ad/ Shakespeare's Tales (1912; crown 4to., col. illus., 
13+453 pp-; Messrs. Geo. G. Harrap ; price 7s. 6d. net) an attempt 
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is made to remedy this by printing the stories of the Lambs, and 
supplementing these by stories of the remaining plays told by Mr. 
Winston Stokes. Naturally the plays left untouched by Charles and 
Mary Lamb are less adaptable to narrative prose, and Mr. Stokes dis- 
claims any comparison with the classic versions. Nevertheless, he has 
combined a pleasant narrative faculty with considerable literary charm, 
and has performed a difficult task in a manner that should give satis- 
faction to all lovers of Shakespeare or of Lamb. A number of 
illustrations in colour by M. L. Kirk are a feature of a very attractive 
volume. 


HIAWATHA. 


The edition of Zhe Song of Hiawatha just issued by Messrs. 
Harrap (1912; crown 4to., illus., 17-+245 pp.; price 1os. 6d. net) is 
the finest presentation of Longfellow’s great poem that we have seen. 
The special feature of the edition is a series of eighty photographs, by 
Grace Chandler Horn, of the production of the story by the native 
Ojibway Indians at Wa-ya-ga-mug in Michigan. Hiawatha was an 
Ojibway, and it was “ the land of the Ojibways ” that inspired many of 
Longfellow’s lines, so that many of these photographs are as near to 
the spirit of the original as it is possible to be ; in addition to which 
they are entirely delightful as pictures. The poem itself is printed in 
large type on an ample page that makes reading a pleasure. We are 
especially glad to see that the publishers have avoided the flimsy 
prettiness so often a feature of a “ presentation” edition, and have 
produced a substantial book equally suitable to the public or private 
library. 


TOLD THROUGH THE AGES SERIES. 


Two of the latest additions to Messrs. Harrap’s valuable series are 
Stories of Pendennis and the Charterhouse, selected and arranged by 
Amy Barter (pp. 249; 2s. 6d. net), and Sir Guy of Warwick, retold by 
Gordon Hall Gerould (pp. 280; 2s. 6d. net). ‘The former comprises 
selections from Zhe Newcomes, Pendennis, and The Adventures of 
Philip, and includes all passages dealing with the school life of the 
respective heroes, with an account of such incidents in their subsequent 
careers as bring them once more into relation with the school or old 
schoolfellows. An introduction describes Thackeray’s life as a Car- 
thusian, and gives a short history of the Charterhouse. The volume is 
well illustrated, with many views of the school, and torms an excellent 
stepping-stone to Thackeray for juvenile readers. The account of the 
deeds of Sir Guy of Warwick has been gathered together from all the 
various versions and is “an attempt to give modern readers a literary 
version of a medizval story.” This hero’s adventures are extremely 
interesting and worthy of re-telling,and in Mr. Gerould’s guise of “‘good 
rich English of to-day” they lose none of the savour of their romance. 
The illustrations are by M. Meredith Williams, B. J. Olsson-Nordfelt 


and D. Cohen. 
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A CAKE BOOK. 


Miss May Little’s latest volume, Zhe Complete Cake Book 
Werner Laurie ; 2s. 6d, net) supplies to the home cook an extremely 
useful collection of recipes and hints for a variety of confections from 
plain, rich, and fancy cakes and biscuits to bread and scones. The 
220 recipes are simple, efficient, and economical, and are prefaced by 
good general instructions. 


THE AEROPLANE IN WAR. 


An instructive record of the development of the heavier-than-air 
machine and its application to modern warfare, is contained in Zhe 
Aeroplane in War, by Claude Grahame-White and Harry Harper 
(1912; #//us., 8vo., pp. 260; Mr. T. Werner Laurie; price 12s. 6d. net). 
The aeroplane has become so much of an accomplished fact that this 
book makes interesting reading, in view of the fact that it was only in 
1903 that the Wright brothers made their first successful ascent. The 
military aspect of the aeroplane is dealt with systematically in sections 
as to cost, training of airmen, destructive potentialities, etc., giving 
the actual reports and figures resulting from experiments and 
manceuvres carried out chiefly by the French authorities. The ground 
is well covered, but there are bare patches ; as, for instance, Section 12, 
** The problem of artillery fire and the aeroplane,” which contains only 
vague and conflicting opinions. This is followed by a short chapter on 
“Shell fire,” containing no data whatever, the whole question being, 
perhaps, left open for the lack of it. Yet this is the very problem on 
which an interested reader demands information. The author seems 
to have a lurking fear that an aeroplane in war time would be in danger 
of getting winged some time before it was near enough to distinguish 
anything of military value, especially as it is by no means certain, with 
shell fire, whether it is necessary actually to hit the machine. Again, 
the 14th Section, dealing with “ War in the air between hostile aero- 
planes,” in which we are introduced to fleets of “ scouts” and specially 
armed “aerial cruisers,” must be considered for the present more in 
the way of a literary than an aeroplane flight, for on turning back to 
page 39, it appears that the French government, when purchasing 
machines last year (1911) set competitors the “ difficult feat” of 
rising from a ploughed field, and it is recorded as a triumph that some 
machines actually managed to do so. The section on “ Naval Scouting” 
is very good. On closing this interesting volume one wonders whether 
manufacturers of aeroplanes have increased their output after such a 
lengthy puff and then reflects what a long way there is to go ere the 
practical, tough and ready for wear article that is essential to military 
service is reached. 


WONDERS OF THE SEA. 
Messrs. Frowde and Hodder and Stoughton have just issued six 
little volumes under the general title of Wonders of the Sea, by F. 
Martin Duncan, F.R.M.S., F.R.P.S., and L. T. Duncan (each volume 
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6d. net). This little series we heartily recommend to juvenile libraries 
and schools. It consists of six parts: 1. Wondersof the shore ; 2. The 
Lobster and his relations; 3. The Starfish and his relations; 4. 
Dwellers in the rock pools; 5. Life in the deep sea ; 6. The sea birds. 
Each is copiously illustrated in the text and with good coloured plates. 
The description of the sea-shore and marine life depicted is excellent, 
neither too detailed and technical, nor abbreviated, and is couched in 
such terms as will hold the attention and interest of all juvenile readers. 
Each volume is of about seventy pages, bound in limp cloth. 


>< 
LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


oo 


Return showing the names of all places in England, in Scotland, 
and in Ireland, in which the Public Libraries Acis had been adopted 
prior to the end of the last financial year [31st March, 1911], with 
tables showing for each place its population according to the last 
available Census ; the date of adoption ; date of opening the library ; 
date of opening branches, if any ; . . . number of volumes. . .; number 
of volumes issued... ; average daily attendance in readingrooms. .. ; 
income and expenditure...; amount of outstanding loans...; (in 
continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 5, of Session 1890-91). Home 
Office. 1912. 48 pp. (Parliamentary Paper, No. 266). Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd. Price 5d. 

We have dealt with this “ Return” under Editorial Notes on page 97. 
Royal Society of London. Catalogue of the periodical publications 

in the Library .... 1912. Crown gto. 8+455 pp. Published 
for the Royal Society by H. Frowde. 


University College, London. Catalogue of the periodical publications, 
including the serial publications of societies and governments, in 
the Library ... by L. Newcombe. 1912. F’cap. 4to. 8+ 269 pp. 
Published for University College, London, by Horace Hart, 
Oxford. 


These two catalogues are so much alike in the method of their 
compilation that whatever may be said of one applies equally well to 
the other. The Royal Society ‘‘ Catalogue” is more sumptuously 
produced, but both are handsome volumes. The periodicals are in both 
cases entered under the first word not an article of their titles. The entries 
are then arranged in alphabetical order and numbered consecutively, 
and subject and society indexes are provided. It is difficult to see 
why this method of entry under titles rather than under the names of 
societies should have been adopted. One result is that there are 
pages of entries under such words as “ Transactions” and “ Journal.” 
Surely the name of a society is at once more definite and practical as 
an entry heading than the accidental arrangement of the first few words 
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on a title-page. With this rather extensive exception we have nothing 
but praise for these catalogues. The work of compilation has been 
done thoroughly and accurately ; and these characteristics, in view of 
the great scope of the collections, should make the catalogues 
invaluable for reference. 


Number 3 of the Class Lists issued by the Boston Public Libraries 
contains the books in the central lending and reference libraries on 
Useful Arts, including engineering, chemical technology, manufactures, 
and mechanic trades. It is classified according to the Dewey system, 
and has been compiled under the direction of the chief librarian, Mr. 
Archibald Sparke. Author and subject indexes are appended. It 
contains 126 pages, and is sold at a price of twopence ; a price which 
should ensure a wide circulation among readers. 


The annual Supplementary Catalogue of the Liverpool (Lyceum) 
Library is arranged in class order according to the Dewey classification, 
and is provided with an author list. Included are a list of officers from 
1758 to the present time ; a list of proprietors ; and the Report for the 
year 1911-12. During the year 65,347 volumes have been issued. 


In continuation of the series of subject lists, the Patent Office 
Library has recently issued a list in three parts (price 6d. each) of Works 
on Mineral Industries. Part 1, geological sciences—coal mining ; Part 2, 
Iron manufactures—alloys and metallography ; Part 3, Metallurgy— 
assaying—fuel combustion. Like the previous lists of works on 
Chemistry and Chemical Technology they are clearly arranged, and 
should prove very useful as special bibliographies. 


BULLETINS, &c. 
The Bulletin of the Bromiley (Kent) Public Library for July 
contains the usual lists of new books, and notes relating to the recent 
extension of the library. 


In addition to the list of boks added to the central lending library, 
the Cardif Libraries Review, July-September, contains articles on the 
“Travels of Thomas Love Peacock” and “ Books for Travellers.” The 
Cardiff library has also issued No. 29 of the “ Bibliography of Wales,” 
which contains all publications added to the Welsh department of the 
reference library during rgtt. 

French and German fiction forms a large part of the list of new 
books recorded in the September number of the Monthly Bulletin of 
the Public Library of Co/uméia. It is proposed to re-start training 
classes for those who are seeking appointment to junior positions on the 
staff of the library. 


After a lapse of some months, the Croydon Crank has made its 
re-appearance. The April-June number, besides chronicling the current 
activities of the Staff Guild, contains articles on a “ School Illustration 
Collection” ; ** Our Borough Library” ; and “ The Necessity of Clear 
Expression ” (in writing). With a magazine of this kind the editorial 
difficulties are great, and we trust that the editor will be supported by 
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his fellow club members and so enabled to issue the magazine regularly 
and punctually. 

Reading lists on Anthropology and the Works of Andrew Lang are 
contained in the Croydon Readers’ Index, September-October, in addition 
to topical notes and the usual classified list of additions to the libraries. 


Among the notes in the Audletin of the Grand Rapids Public 
Library (August) is one stating that “between June rst and October rst, 
persons out of the city on vacation may arrange with the library to 
have books which are charged in the regular way on cards, sent to and 
from the library on assuming the risk of transportation and on payment 
of transportation charges.” 


The Quarterly Record of the Lincoln Public Library, July-Sept., 
contains a list of recent additions and a note on Hugh, Bishop of 
Lincoln, 1186-1200. 

Library advertising is dealt with in the July issue of the 
Massachusetts Library Club Bulletin in two papers by Mr. William F. 
Yust (librarian, Rochester Public Library) and Mr. Hillier C. Wellman 
(librarian, City Library Association, Springfield). The Bud/etin also 
contains the Report of the Committee on “‘ Co-operation.” 

The Monthly List of Additions to the New York Public Library, 
August, includes a number of books in the French and Italian 
languages. 

The Norwich Readers’ Guide for September contains the second 
and concluding portion of the Catalogue of the Natural Science Section, 
a select list of books on the subjects of a forthcoming series of University 
Extension Lectures, entitled “ Social problems of to-day,” and a list of 
books recently added to the library. 

The Nottingham Library Bulletin for October contains the leading 
points of the address of the President of the Library Association, 
delivered at the Liverpool Conference, in addition to the usual lists of 
new books. 

The Monthly Bulletin of the St. Louis Public Library, September, 
records the issue of 87,550 volumes during July. It also contains the 
list of recent additions, and number 18 of the series “‘ Books I like and 
why I like them.” 

The Atkinson Free Library, Southport, has issued a list of additions 
to the general literature and fiction departments. 

The Springfield City Library Budietin, September, contains the 
customary list of additions, interesting articles in the magazines, and 
book notes. 

The Quarterly Record of the Wigan Public Libraries, June, 
contains a list of local views presented to the library by Dr. R. 
Prosser White; a reading list of historical fiction, 18th century, 
arranged chronologically ; and a classified list of recent additions. 


[We regret that we are again compelled to hold over a large number 
of notes.) 


} 
7 
4 
‘ 
‘i 
> 
> 
4 


124 THe Lisrary Worvp. 


ENQUIRY ASSISTANTS: A LIBRARY WASTE. 


By Maurice J. Wriciey, Central Library, Stockport. 


HE titles of “Information Desk ” and “ Information Bureau ” are 
ay familiar descriptions of a method of introducing readers to the 
resources of a library, and helping those bashful would-be 
borrowers who are unable to ask for anything for themselves ; or who, in 
some cases, go away without being served. In the June issue of Zhe 
Library World the same proposition appears under the name of 
“Enquiry Assistants,” but in this case the positiun is occupied by one 
assistant who is to hold the dignified position of ‘‘ Enquiries Assistant.” 
The plea put forward is, that the real work of introducing readers 
to the contents of books, methods of working the library, rules to be 
obeyed, use of abbreviations in catalogues, the scope and object of the 
catalogue is sadly in need of systematic organisation. 

To have a special position created under the name of “ Enquiries 
Assistant” and for that assistant to discharge only this one duty and no 
other would appear to be a waste of time and an unnecessary expenditure. 
How many libraries enrol more than twenty, thirty, or even forty new 
members in the course of a single day? That is borrowers who have 
never been in a library before. This means that practically half of the 
assistant’s time would be occupied in the “Enquiries Desk” doing 
nothing. 

A practical all-round library staff would do far more pioneering 
work than an “ Enquiries Assistant,” thus rendering the office un- 
necessary. To illustrate this point, supposing we have a staff of six or 
seven assistants and the sub-librarian all within sight of the counter if 
the closed system is in vogue, or on the other hand, in or near one of 
the staff enclosures if the library is an open-access one. 

Each assistant takes up one particular subject as his hobby, such 
as Bibliography, Literature, (ancient and modern), History, Languages, 
Botany, Geology and Science. What is the outcome? Practically a 
staff encyclopeedia. 

When a new borrower is enrolled, that is, when the borrower’s 
form bearing the signature of a burgess has been examined with the 
“Burgess Roll” and found correct, the assistant in attendance, 
providing he takes sufficient interest in his profession, commences to 
throw out feelers and ascertain the requirements of the borrower. 
In the first place he describes briefly, sufficiently to enable the 
borrower to understand, the modes of issue, how to understand the 
catalogue, the relation of the catalogue to the indicator. In the second 
place he endeavours to ascertain the borrower’s literary taste. 

The assistant knowing the particular subjects in which his 
colleagues take an interest, promptly hands over the borrower to the 
assistant sufficiently intimate with the subject about which the borrower 
requires information. 
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When the assistant takes the beginner in hand, he commences to 
assist the reader in the selection of their reading matter, to place at 
their disposal the latest and most authoritative work on the subject 
under debate, and at the same time, to suggest books in the reference 
library that would be of service to borrowers, thus bringing them into 
contact with both departments. 

If there be any particular work he thinks advisable the library 
should possess, he promptly makes a note of it, and at the end of the 
day hands his notes to the sub-librarian for his perusal to be handed 
later to the chief librarian. 

All additions to the library stock are scanned by the assistants, 
each one taking special note of any volume dealing with, or akin to, 
his pet subject ; and at the same time making a mental memorandum of 
the merits of the others. 

Again, the duties of “‘ Enquiries Assistant ” cover the whole of the 
time the library is opened, and this would necessitate the duplication of 
such an office ; for one assistant could not be in attendance the whole 
of the time. With a capable staff someone is always in attendance and 
the borrowers do not suffer from negligence. The members of the staff 
would be a human encyclopedia, or rather index to information, on all 
prominent subjects, enabling them to answer satisfactorily most questions 
submitted; their reading would cover a wide area, including biblic- 
graphies, guides for readers, &c., and they would be able to inform 
enquirers what other sources of information they could use after 
exhausting all the stock at their own library. 

A librarian should not object to his assistant devoting a few minutes 
to a borrower when that assistant is trying to place the borrower on the 
right road to gratify his reading requirements. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


oo 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION : CORRESPONDENCE CLASSES. 


Correspondence Classes will begin early in October in Section I 
(Literary History), conducted by Mr. F. E. Stebbing, B.A. ; Section II, 
Part 2 (Practical Bibliography), by Mr. T. E. ‘Turnbull ; Part 3 (Book 
Selection), by Mr. J. D. Stewart; Section III (Classification), by Mr. 
W. C. Berwick Sayers ; Section IV (Cataloguing), by Mr. F. B. B. 
Prideaux, B.A. ; Sections V and VI (Library History and Organization 
and Library Routine), by Mr. F. R. C. Eno. 

Courses of Lectures in Section III (Classification), by Mr. Stanley 
Jast ; Section IV (Cataloguing), by Mr. Prideaux ; and Sections V and 
VI (Library History and Organisation and Library Routine), by 
specialists in the various departments of these subjects, will be given at 
the London School of Economics on Wednesdays, commencing early in 
October. Particulars of Lectures on application to the Director, London 
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School of Economics, Clare Market, Kingsway, W.C. For particulars 
of Classes, Examinations, &c., apply to Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Lit., 
Hon. Secy. Education Committee, 24, Bloomsbury Square, W.C. 


THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
EIGHTEENTH SESSION, 1912-13. 


PROGRAMME OF MONTHLY MEETINGS. 


MICHAELMAS TERM. 


Wednesday, October 16th, at 7.30p.m. Zhe Stationers’ Hall, Ludgate 
Hill, Z.C. (By kind permission of the Worshipful Company 
of Stationers). 

Inaugural Address by the Very Rev. Dr. W. R. Inge, Dean of St. 
Paul’s. The Chair will be occupied by G. E. Briscoe Eyre, 
Esq., M.A., J.P., Master of the Stationers’ Company. 


Wednesday, November 13th, at 7.30 p.m. 24, Bloomsbury 

Sguare, W.C. 

Paper: “Increasing Facilities for Borrowing Books.” By W. Geo. 
Fry, Bournemouth Public Libraries. 

Paper: “ Non-Resident Borrowers.” By A. Cecil Piper, Brighton 
Public Libraries; Hon. Secretary, L.A.A. South Coast Branch. 

Paper: “ The Public Library and the Cheap Book.” By Norman 
Treliving, Leeds Public Libraries; Hon. Secretary L.A.A., 
Yorkshire Branch. 


December. Edward Edwards’ Centenary. A Celebration of the 
Birth of the Chief Pioneer of Municipal Public Libraries one 
hundred years ago will be arranged in conjunction with the 
Library Association. 


LENT AND SUMMER TERM. 


Wednesday, January 15th, at 7.30 p.m. 24, Bloomsbury Square, W.C. 
Conference on Second Easter School: Paris 1912. 
Introduction, with Lantern Slides, by W. C. Berwick Sayers. 
The MacAlister Prize Essays will be read by the Prize 
Winners. 
The Paris Album, containing contributions from those attending 
the School, will be on view. 


Wednesday, February 12th, at 7.30 p.m. Horniman Museum and 
Library, London Road, Forest Hill, SE. 
Paper: “‘The Theory of Book Selection.” By James D. Young, 
Greenwich Public Libraries. 
Paper: “The Practice of Book Selection.” By Geo. R. Bolton, 
Stoke Newington Public Libraries. 


Wednesday, March rath, at 7.30 p.m. 24, Bloomsbury Square, W.C. 
Lecture : “ Present-day Library Binding.” By Cedric Chivers. 
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March 2oth to 24th. Third International Easter School. Visits to 
and Demonstrations in the Libraries and Archives of the more 
interesting Cities of Holland. It will be necessary to limit the 
party, and Members who desire to join should communicate as 
soon as possible with Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers (Croydon), or 
Mr. J. D. Stewart (Islington). 


Wednesday, April gth, at 7.30p.m. Southwark Central Public Library 
and Cuming Museum, 155-157, Walworth Road, S.E. 
Paper: “Some Points in the Upkeep of Library Buildings.” By 
W. G. Hawkins, Fulham Public Libraries. 
Paper: “ Practical Lighting Problems.” By H. G. Steele, Leyton 
Public Libraries. 


Wednesday, May 14th, at 7.30 p.m. Central Public Library, 
Wimbledon. 
Paper: “ The Library Schools of America and their Work.” By 
Miss Dorothy Ballen, London School of Economics. 
Paper: “‘ The Library Schools of the Continent and their Work.” 
By Miss O. Muhlenfeld, Hilversum, Holland. 


June. Eighteenth Annual Meeting. This Meeting will be held at 
Nottingham by the kindness of Mr. J. Potter-Briscoe, F.R.S.L. 
A programme containing matters of interest for the whole 
Association will be arranged, and there will be the usual 
Annual Business Meeting, including the election of Officers and 
Council, and the adoption of the Annual Report. It is hoped 
that representatives from all the Branches will be present on 
this occasion. 


LIBRARY STAFF CLUBS. 


0 0 
CROYDON LIBRARIES STAFF GUILD. 

HE Tennis Club which was formed in place of the Cricket Club, 
has had a very successful season. The first general meeting 
was held on March 27th, and the following officers were 

elected. 

President; A\lderman H. K. Moore, B.A., B.Mus., J.P. 

Vice-President ; L. Stanley Jast, F.L.A. 

Captain: S. J. Redgrave. 

Hon. Secretary: Henry Dixon. 
As this was the first season, it was thought advisable to use the public 
courts but should the membership be maintained, the Committee will 
negotiate for the use of a private court. New activities are usually very 
popular, and the Tennis Club has not proved an exception to the rule. 
There have been twenty Wednesday practices, thirty-two morning 
practices (at 6.30 a.m.) and fifteen afternoon practices on days other 
than Wednesday. The Secretary had hoped to have arranged a 
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tournament at the close of the season, but the weather has completely 
ruined this part of the programme. It has also made the matches 
with other Library Guilds impossible. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


oo 


Dear Sir,—As an interested member of the Workers’ Educational 
Association, I should be glad if you would allow a layman to draw the 
attention of librarians to the valuable work and growing influence of 
this Association. During the short time I have been connected with 
educational agencies, one fact has been constantly in my mind, and 
that is the comparatively small use thoughtful and studious wage 
earners make of the Public Libraries. | Modern libraries have all 
that could be wished for as regards comfortable, clean, well-lighted and 
ventilated rooms, yet there seems still something lacking. In August 
I attended a conference at Balliol College, Oxford, of delegates from 
the University Tutorial Classes throughout the country, representing 
about sixty districts, and in almost every delegate’s report disappoint- 
ment with the local library or librarian was expressed. I do not 
suggest that in every case the librarian was unwilling to assist the 
Tutorial Class student in his attempts to satisfy his needs, in too 
many cases the librarian is checked and hindered by a Committee 
which either fails to, or will not see the needs of the working classes. 
In many towns we have three or more classes at work studying various 
subjects, generally Social and Political Science under University tutors. 
Each class to do its work thoroughly must have the best books on the 
subject, and wage earners, although ready enough to buy a few books, 
naturally expect the Public Library to give preference to the require- 
ments of students rather than to the demands of novel readers and 
readers of ephemeral literature. The prevailing policy of library 
committees, however, seems to be to purchase books to meet the 
popular demand ignoring the serious student. This is not making the 
library the Working Man’s University, as the promoters of Public 
Libraries proudly declared it would become. It is pandering to the 
cry that the man who pays the piper calls the tune. The useful 
educational work of a Public Library is thus seriously affected, and 
educational agencies like the W.E.A. are hampered in their efforts to 
raise the intellectual and spiritual life of the wage earners. I do not 
complain personally for I have met only sympathetic and helpful 
librarians, and it is because I know how much librarians can do for 
students that I have ventured to appeal through the only library 
journal I have seen, to librarians to co-operate with the Worker’s 
Educational Association. 

Yours sincerely, 
132, Daillow Road, Luton. Lewis V. McKENzIg, 
Hon. Sec. Luton Branch. 
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For STUDY AND RECREATION, 
Including 
LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL, 
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, 
and all other subjects. 


Over a 1,009,000 volumes in stock. Library Replacements a Speciality. 
SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES! —- New at 25 per cent. discount. Special Terms to Libraries. 
Catalogues Free. State Wants. Books sent on approval. 
BOOKS BOUGHT: Best Prices given. 


W. & G. FOYLE, 135, Charing Cross Road, LONDON, W.C. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
WORKS 


by R. A. PEDDIE. 


The British Museum Read- 
ing Room: A Handbook for 
Students. gth Series, 1898-1903, 12 vols., 

4s. net. Now Ready. 


FOR SALE. 


“Notes and Queries,”’ 


unbound, complete. 


National Bibliographies, 


§s. net. Mow Ready. 
Engineering and Metallur- 
gical Books, 1907-1911. 
7s. 6d. nct. Now Ready. 


W. M., “Linrary Worip” Orricr. 


OFFERS TO: 


GRAFTON Co., 
69, Gt. Russell St., W.C. 


ANTED. “THE LIBRARY WORLD.” Volume I. (1898-1899). 
/ Volume II. (1899-1900). Volume IV. (1901-1902). Write to 
The Manager, “THE LipraRy WoRLD.” 


Messrs. GRAFTON & Co. will be glad to consider 
MSS. on Professional, Technical and General Subjects 
with a view to Publication. 


iii. 
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Durodex 
The Ideal Library Cataloguing Card 


There is no better or cheaper card for library catalogues, vouchers or 
charging systems. ‘The “Durodex” is Libraco Ltd.'s latest production. 
It is a solid card of extraordinary strength and toughness, hard roiled and 
with a fine writing surface. — It is of medium thickness, especially suit- 
able for easy public handling, and will withstand for a considerable period 
the inevitable wear to which all constantly used cards are subjected. 


The price of “ Durodex ” Cards of Standard Size 
(3-in. 5 1n. approximately) is 


6s. 6d. per 1,000 


The ‘** Durodex" is rapidly replacing other grades of cards, both in Libraries 
and in commercial houses. It has recently been adopted by the Surveyors’ 


Institute for a 40,000 catalogue. 
The * Durodex*"’ Card can be supplied in several shades. 
White, Blue, Buff, Salmon, Pink, 
Green, and three other colours. 

Samples of “Durodex ” Cards and Xylo Tab 

Guides will be sent free upon application. 


Matt Surface Xylo Tab Guides 


An important Invention for Library Catalogues. 


Sufficient guide cards are a necessity in every Catalogue. They facilitate reference 
and save wear and tear on the cards. The projecting tab of the ordinary 
guide wears down and becomes quickly illegible and shabby. The Xylo-Tab 
Guide is specially strengthened in the most vulnerable part, the tab being 
covered with xylonite by a secret process The matt surtace is especially 
suitable to be written upon, and writing may be readily erased when necessary 


Xylo ‘Tab Guides should be an Essential 
~ Feature in every Catalogue —— 
Price 8s. per 100 
in Standard size (3" x 5"" approx.) 


3,000 of these Guides have been ordered for the 
new Card Catalogue of the Surveyors’ Institute 


Libraco Ltd., 
62 Cannon Street, London, E.C. 


When writing to Advertisers please mention © The Library World.” 
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A RECORD OF MODERN LIBRARIANSHIP. 


Subscribers who wish to complete their sets of 
THE LIBRARY WORLD 


should do so at once, as a number of the volumes are 
rapidly becoming out of print. The increased prices of 
several of the volumes should be noted. 


LIST OF VOLUMES. 


BOUND IN CLOTH. LETTERED IN GOLD. 
Bound. Unbound. 


Vol. I. 1898-1899 
1899-1900 Op. Op. 
» Il. 1900-1901 (nearlyo.p.) 8/- 1/- 
| A 1901-1902 Op. op. 
1902-1903 6- 
» WIL 1904-1905 op. op. 
» WII. 1905-1906 §/- 
1907-1908 6/- §/- 
1908-1909 (nearly o.p.) 6/- o.p. 
» 1909-1910 B/- 
» XIII. 1910-1911 


Indexes bound in with all volumes. 


The New Volume commenced with July. 


Issued Monthly, 6d. net. 
Annual Subscription, 7/0 post free. 


Specimen Copy sent post free on Application. 


GRAFTON & Co., 69, Great Russell Street, W.C. 
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